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Good Hope Lutheran Church 
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www.goodhope-elca.org  

Through Christ we put God first by teaching reaching and loving all! 

Ǫɴɱϝ 
Ǩ 
Ǜ 
Ǘ 
Ǚ 
Ǟ 
ǥ 
ǫ 
Ǫϝ 

 

I have so much joy and hope and thankfulness 
in my heart. The people of Good Hope are such 
a blessing! We have so much Joy in our heart!  
No, I donôt say that to all the churches I have 
served. Remember, I am a first-call Pastor. This 
means you are the only church I have served. It 
has been a pleasure! We have stuck together 
through all the ups and downs. We have not 
known a year without struggle whether it be 
financial or some type of building repair. You 
see that has been the greatest thing, we are able 
to replace things. We have been ministering 
and worshipping here so long that things are 
wearing out. We would not have to do any of 
this if we didnôt have people here worshiping.  
I thank God we had to get our entrance doors 
fixed. Yes, it costs money, but we could have 
all the money in our accounts and not have 
people. We are so blessed with people coming 
to church and worshipping with us! 

Please remember that not everybody feels joy 
and hope at this time of year. Some feel the 
pressures of not having enough money to give 

gifts or have decorations or even a special 
meal. Some have had someone close to them 
pass away or receive a bad diagnosis. We just 
have to be aware that it is not easy for          
everybody. What are the things you do to help 

others when they are struggling at getting 
through the holidays?  
     (cont.) 
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Pastor Ralph  

I find myself making sure that I take the time to listen and understand 
the struggle. I donôt always have all the answers. Sometimes it is just 
about being around a little more than normal and saying extra prayers. 
Sometimes it is a matter of inviting someone to spend time with you. 
Sometimes it is just working through my own struggles, so that I             
understand the blessings that I have, so I can talk about how God got 
me through. My mom died in April and I had time to process my grief 
before Christmas came, so it caught me completely off guard. When it 
hit me, I really needed time alone to catch my breath and to remember 
that she has the best pastor, Jesus, there ever was. That faith helped 
me. It still took some time to get through the pain. So, I think about 
how some people need space. We check on them and let them know 
we are here and check back with them during the season of Christmas 
and other holidays. My dad died just before Christmas and I was in the 
paces of Christmas. I was kept busy by the things I already had started 
and I needed to keep busy. This time my grief hit me hard right after 
the  holidays. So, I try to be available and check on people right after 
the holidays. I know when my dad died, my friends were around me 
and helped me. My kids were older and they checked up on me. When 
I notice someone has a support network, I pay attention and offer help, 
but I try to allow the support they have work and care for them. It is 
just remembering them in my heart and prayers. We know what the 
church is doing for Christmas and we should invite them to come, 
knowing that this church has a special gift of not judging people if 
they cry or have a tough time. This church allows someone to come 
and work through feelings and sadness. I know and trust Godôs word 
to always be like water coming down and watering the earth. We have 
faith which brings us joy and hope! 

Let us celebrate the new church year, the Advent of the Lord, the  
coming of the Savoir, and the Birth of baby Jesus the Christ. We have 
an Advent devotional book in the narthex A Son Is Given for your    
enjoyment. On the 24th we have Christmas Eve services at 7pm and 
11pm. We keep the traditions of scriptures and Christmas carols during 
worship. We light candles and sing Silent Night. We also have a    
sending of Go Tell it on the Mountain, to encourage us to spread the 
news that a Savior is born. Then, because the 25th falls on a Sunday, 
we have Christmas Services this year at 8am and 10:30am. Wendy and 
I invite you to attend whatever services you can and know that Good 
Hope Lutheran Church on the corner of route 165 and route 7 will be 
open for worship and praise. Please enjoy the Christmas Season. We 
have the hope, and, we have the Good Hope in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Spread the news! 



3  

PA G E 3  T H E  R E A C H O U T   

Sundays & Seasons Worship Planner 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

DATE EVENT  COLOR READINGS INTRODUCTION 

 

December 

4th 

 

2nd Sunday 

of Advent  

 

 

blue 

 

Isaiah 11: 1-10 

Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19 

Romans 15: 4-13 

Matthew 3: 1-12 

 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands 
John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and 
make a new beginning. As the darkness       
increases we turn toward the approaching light 
of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, 
the righteous judge who welcomes all,         
especially the poor and meek of the earth. We 
wait with hope for that day when the wolf will 
dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more 
hurt or destruction. From the Lordôs table we 
are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to  
proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God   
has come near.  

 

December 

11th  

 

 

 

 

 

3rd Sunday 

of Advent  

 

 

blue 

 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 

Psalm 146: 5-10 

James 5: 7-10 

Matthew 11: 2-11 

 

 

A note of joyful expectation marks todayôs 
worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the 
unexpected and transforming signs of Godôs 
reign. We wait with patience for the coming  
of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence 
among us this day: in word and holy supper, in 
church and in our homes, in silent reflection 
and in works of justice and love. We pray that 
God would open our eyes and ears to the   
wonders of Christôs advent among us.  

 

December 

18th  

 

4th Sunday 

of Advent  

 

blue 

 

Isaiah 7: 10-16 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

Romans 1: 1-7 

Matthew 1: 18-25 

 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman 
will bear a son and name him Emmanuel.     
The gospel is Matthewôs account of the         
annunciation and birth of the one named     
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final 
days of Advent we pray, ñO come, O come, 
Emmanuel,ò a beloved hymn based on the O 
Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for the 
seven days preceding Christmas. On this final 
Sunday of Advent we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of the one born to save us from the power 
of sin and death.  

 

December 

25th  

 

Christmas Day 

 

white  

 

Isaiah 52: 7-10 

Psalm 98 

Hebrews 1: 1-12 

John 1: 1-14 

 

As on the first day of creation, on this       
Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, 
shining forth to bring all things into being. 
Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God 
becoming flesh to live among us in the person 
of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by 
the good news of Christôs birth, along with the 
shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses 
to the light of Christ, we declare to the world 
that we have indeed seen and been transformed 
by the arrival of ñthe salvation of our God.ò   
O come, let us adore!  
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Serving in 
Godôs house 

  

December 4 
 

 December 11 
  

December 18 
  

December 25 

  

Lector 8:00 
 
Lector 10:30 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Sarah Ross 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Pam Nock 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Sarah Ross 

  

Communion  
 bread 

  

 
Tammy Chuey 

 
 
Tammy Chuey 
 
 
 

 
 
Tammy Chuey 

 
 
Tammy Chuey 

  

Chrema 
  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Ross 
 

  

Nancy Barret 
Wendy Edwards 
 

  

Tammy Chuey 
Sandy Kuntz 
Sarah Ross 

  

Nancy Barret 
Wendy Edwards 
 

  

Serving in 
Godôs house 

  

January 1 
  

January 8 
 

 January15 
  

January 22 
 
January 29 

  

Lector 8:00 
 
Lector 10:30 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Pam Nock 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Sarah Ross 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Pam Nock 

 
Greg Razo 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Communion  
bread 

  

Rachel Hum 
  

Rachel Hum 
  

Rachel Hum 
  

Rachel Hum 
 
Rachel Hum 

  

Chrema 
  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Ross 
 

  

Nancy Barret 
Wendy Edwards 
 

  

Tammy Chuey 
Sandy Kuntz 
Sarah Ross 

  

Nancy Barret 
Wendy Edwards 
 

 
need 

 

SERVING IN GODôS HOUSE 

 JANUARY 

          SERVING IN GODôS HOUSE 

        DECEMBER 

PA G E 4  



5  



6  

Our weekly intercessory      
prayer for the people of our  
congregation : 

 

December 4 

Kim Smith 
Kyrie Sparks 
Naomi Sparks 
Jenn Stasiak 

December 11 

Joe Stasiak 
Jennifer Strecansky 
Jillian Strecansky 
Richard Strecansky 

December 18 

Beth Stricko 
Tanner Stricko 
Ty Stricko 
Jennis Takach 

December 25 

Neil Takach 
Betty Taylor 
Julie Taylor 
William Taylor 

 

Our Prayer List 

Joe Kreidler 

Brynn Peters 

Dave Sweeney 

Anthony Chipperro 

Joyce Feder 

Irene Bentley 

Terry Ward 

Marie Sias 

Kelly Sweeney 

Debra Wrenn 

Nikki Armes 

Ruth Thompson 

David Lantus 

Debbie Haines 

Darla Allen 

Chelsea Razo 

Maime Felger 

Patty Cavanaugh 

Nora Sabella 

Harold Powell 

Pastor Ralph 

In the military: 
Alyssa 
Bryce Liberty 
Jakeb Fry 
Lyndsey Miller 

29ï Joe & Deb Dulovich 

  

 3ï Kyrie Sparks 

 3ï Jessica Kochanowski 

 6ï Mike DôAmico 

 8ï Janet Chittock 

10ï Fred Coss 

13ï Sarah Scenna 

16ï Tom Biroschak 

17ï Laurie Hoefert 

 

20ï Sam Allen 

22ï Kelly Shaffer 

28ï Ty Stricko 

29ï David Kuntz 

31ï Loetta Haller 
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