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                  (cont. page 2) 

Gathering Rite for All Saints 

The festival of All Saints occurs just as the landscape in the 
Northern Hemisphere heralds the dying of plants and the quiet 
of winter rest. In like manner, the readings and liturgy of this 
day call us to rejoice in all the saints: those who have died and 
now rest in Christ, those who live now, and those yet to come. 

As the church year draws to a close, we hear warnings about  
the end of time, stories of crisis and judgment, and parables     
of loss and death. The Christian community speaks honestly 
about human frailty and mortality. At the same time, we confess 
our faith in the risen Lord, in the communion of saints, the          
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. While both life 
and death may bring us fear and uncertainty, the liturgy calls us 
to hear the Lord’s promise that he is with us in life and in death. 
Christ has claimed us in baptism and nourishes us in the      
communion of his body and blood. Christ leads us to the new 
Jerusalem. There we shall join all the saints in praise of God, 
who has turned our graves into the doorway to eternal life. 
(Sundays and Seasons Resources) 

I live now in faith. What does that really mean? I can not       
remember a time when death scared me. Oh yes death has hurt 
me. It has shaken me to my core. I know that my redeemer lives 
and therefore death does not have the final say. I have hurt, but 
I have always had hope in the resurrection. I do not know what 
I would have ever done in my life without that faith or hope. 
My grandfather always pointed to his faith and hope and my 
father always talked about his faith and hope. It was never a 
discussion of the degrees of faith or the strength of faith. It was 
always a comment like, “Something will come along.” “We had 
this happen before and we survived, we always get through.” 
“We just do something else.” I remember the last thing my 
grand father said before he lost all his mental abilities due to 
Alzheimer’s. “Ralphie I am not sure about what happens next.” 
Like a knee-jerk reaction, I said, “It is time to let Jesus carry us. 
Right?” And he replied, “I think so. I think so.”  
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Pastor Ralph  

Flash forward to the day my dad died. His last words to me were, “How will I take 
my boys to lunch?” (meaning his grandsons)  I said to him, it is time we take you 
to lunch dad. It is our turn. He said “That will not do” Then he said,” I really don’t 
know how to do this??”  I said, “what dad, what don’t you know how to do?” He 
said this!!!! I said, your mean die? He said yes, I don’t know how to die!? And I 
said in the same knee-jerk, “Dad we are not supposed to know that. We are      
supposed to live. We only know how to live and we are to focus on living. Jesus 
will come to you and take you through death to life.” Then my dad said, “Wow! 
Give me a minute. That hit hard. Okay go home and get some sleep and I will see 
you tomorrow. I love you.” Folks, what makes that weird is that my faither never 
said I love you. When I graduated seminary, I would say I love you to him and he 
would fumble through, you too.  

Why do I bring all this up?? Hebrew 11:11Now faith is the assurance of things 
hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. We need to always be talking to all 
people about our faith or trust. 28We know that all things work together for good 
for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28. 
We have to cling to it will all we have or hope to have. God is right there and 
Christ is coming to carry you or take you to himself. The Holy Spirit helps you to 
put in to words what you need to pray and what you need to witness to those 
around you. You are not alone and 1God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Psalm 46:1 We need to encourage one another. Some times the 
burden is more then we can bare so we need the help of others to remind us God  
is our fortress and our strength. 2The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my      
deliverer, my God, my rock in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of    
my salvation, my stronghold. Psalms 18:2 

What do you think? Did God bring you all this way to forsake you or leave you? 
No, God will carry you and lead you and, in the end, will pick you up and save 
you. Christ will take you to ever lasting life. Amen!! 

Dear God, I lift this congregation to you in service of love and knowledge of the 
truth. May we share with those around us our courage and strength. Bless us as we 
share with our neighbors our blessings of plenty. Let us be always thankful for our 
bounty and gifts. Help us to see the joy in our lives. As each and every day we live 
in you and you live in us. Barbara Hartsock reminded me you abide in us. God 
bless us and please take care of those who are alone. Amen. 
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Abide with Me 

 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

 The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

 When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

 help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 

 

2 I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

 what but thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

 Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 

 Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 

 

3 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

 earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

 change and decay in all around I see; 

 O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 

4 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; 

 ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 

 Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

 I triumph still, if thou abide with me! 

 

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes, 

 shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 

 heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

 in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847 
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This is snippet of the Bishop’s farewell letter to us all: 

A little over four years ago, I was sitting with a group of bishops in a public  
relations seminar in Washington, D.C., in preparation for one of our ELCA    
Advocacy Convenings. The following day we would be meeting with legislators 
on Capitol Hill to seek their support for immigration reform and other human 
rights issues. In that seminar, the speaker emphasized the importance of regular 
communication with the people of our synod. It was essential to keep our people 
informed. 

  
That seminar inspired me to begin this weekly effort as a way of staying in 
touch with you, the people of God in this corner of God's kingdom. And to use 
an old cliché, I have never looked back. 
  
Now, more than 200 Musings later (212 by my count), I bring this weekly     
offering to a close. 
  
My heart is filled with gratitude. I am thankful for so many things that if I were 
to list them all, "the world itself could not contain the books that would be   
written." Okay, I borrowed that last phrase from the Gospel according to John 
(Jn. 21;25), but I truly am grateful beyond measure. 
  
I confess that these years have not been all joy. There were times of  
overwhelming frustration, despair, and loneliness; but in the final analysis, the 
joys far outweigh the challenges I've experienced in this ministry, and I leave 
with pleasant memories and a feeling of delight. 
  
One of my anchor verses is found in Paul's first letter to the Thessalonians: 
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." [1 Thessalonians 5:16-18] 
  
I feel blessed to have been called to this office; to have been given the care of 
the pastors, deacons, and congregations of the Northeastern Ohio Synod for the 
past six-plus years; to have served as your bishop; and to have been given the 
privilege of communicating to you through this medium and in this fashion. It is 
truly one of the greatest earthly honors that God could have conferred on me. 
  
My writing will resurface somewhere in some form or fashion. But for now,  
I say farewell and God's blessings. 
  

+ + +  
  
I close with a prayer for the Church. It can be found in our Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, page 73. 
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth 
and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in 
anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in 
need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
  

+Bishop Abraham Allende 
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Sundays & Seasons Worship Planner 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

DATE EVENT  COLOR READINGS INTRODUCTION 

 

November 

1st 

 

 

 

 

All 

Saints 

Day 

 

white 

 

Revelation 7: 9-17 

Psalm 34: 1-10, 22 

1 John 3: 1-3 

Matthew 5: 1-12 

 

All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God,    
living and dead, who are the body of Christ. As     
November heralds the dying of the landscape in many 
northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us to 
remember all who have died in Christ and whose  
baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather 
with the faithful of every time and place, trusting that 
the promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears 
will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem.  

 

November 

8th 

 

23rd 

Sunday 

after 

Pentecost 

 

green 

 

Amos 5: 18-24 

Psalm 70 

1Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Matthew 25: 1-13 

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down 
like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another 
with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells    
the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.    
Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, 
we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word 
of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of 
the lamb.  

 

November  

15th 

 

24th 

Sunday 

after 

Pentecost 

 

green 

 

Zephaniah 1: 7, 12-18 

Psalm 90: 1-12 

1Thessalonians 5: 1-11 

Matthew 25: 14-30 

Our readings during November speak of the end 
times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the 
LORD will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says 
it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be 
awake and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, 
calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for 
the greater and common good. In a world filled with 
violence and despair, we gather around signs of 
hope—word, water, bread, and wine—eager to      
welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us.  

 

 

November 

22nd 

 

Christ 

The King 

 

white 

 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

Psalm 95: 1-7a 

Ephesians 1: 15-23 

Matthew 25: 31-46 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is 
Jesus’ great story of judgment. In the end, the faithful 
are those who served Christ by ministering to those 
who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the 
first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the lost, 
weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We 
gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ and his 
victory over death, yet we await the consummation of 
all things yet to come. Acknowledging Christ as our 
merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be 
known in our loving words and deeds.  

 

November 

29th 

 

1st Sunday 

Of Advent 

 

blue 

 

Isaiah 64: 1-9 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19 

1Corinthians 1: 3-9 

Mark 13: 24-37 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in 
Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in the Advent 
prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. 
Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to 
show up, to save, to restore. When we hear Jesus   
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars 
falling from heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, 
not like anything we would ever hope for. But when 
we really look at the suffering of people God loves, 
we can share the hope that God would tear open the 
heavens and come.  
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Serving in 
God’s house 

  

December 6 
  

December 13 
  

December 20 
  

December 27 

  

Lector 8:00 
 
Lector 10:30 

  

Sue Deutschlander 
 
Andy Tesyk 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Sarah Deiger 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Sue Deutschlander 
 
Andy Tesyk 

  

Communion bread 
  

Debbie Dulovich 
  

Debbie Dulovich 
  

Debbie Dulovich 
  

Debbie Dulovich 

  

Chrema 
  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Deiger 

  

Jeff Hum 
Nancy Barret 

  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Deiger 

  

Jeff Hum 
Nancy Barret 

  

Serving in 
God’s house 

  

November 1 
  

November 8 
  

November 15 
  

November 22 
 
November 29 

  

Lector 8:00 
 
Lector 10:30 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Sarah Deiger 

  

Nancy Crouse 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Sue Deutschlander 
 
Andy Tesyk 

  

Greg Razo 
 
Sarah Deiger 

 
Nancy Crouse 
 
Kathy Kramer 

  

Communion  
bread 

  

Loetta Haller 
  

Loetta Haller 
  

Loetta Haller 
  

Loetta Haller 
 
Loetta Haller 

  

Chrema 
  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Deiger 

  

Jeff Hum 
Nancy Barret 

  

Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Deiger 

  

need 
Nancy Barret 

 
Tammy Chuey 
Sarah Deiger 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE 
  NOVEMBER 

SERVING IN GOD’S HOUSE 

                 DECEMBER 
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*Mark Your Calendar* 
November 1: The church celebrates All Saints Day with special candles at worship and at the 
communion drive through. 

November 8: The annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, November 8th from  
9:30am– 10:10am. You may attend in person or by zoom. Please email the office at 
g.lutheran@sbcglobal.net if you wish to participate via zoom. The agenda includes council     
nominees and the 2021 proposed budget.  

November 14: Good Hope’s annual Krautfest from 4 –7pm. There will be fewer tables to allow 
social distancing. Dine in or take out. We need desserts for this dinner. Please let Wendy know if 
you wish to provide a dessert. 

November 22: Harvest Sunday collection for 3 C’s. Please bring donations to the sanctuary      
during the month of November. If you aren’t attending church right now, you make bring your 
donations Monday, Wednesday, and Friday between 10am and 2pm. Thank you! 

November 22: Hanging of the Greens will happen right after the 10:30 worship.  

Advent schedule: 

 December 2- Worship at 7pm and fellowship to go. 

 December 9- Worship7pm and fellowship to go. 

 December 16- Worship at 7pm and fellowship to go. 

December 20: Blue Christmas worship service at 7pm. 

December 24: Christmas Eve worship at 7pm and 11pm. The prelude time will be determined by 
how many performers there are. If you wish to participate in the prelude before the 7pm worship, 
please let Sue know as soon as possible.  

     **Special Notes** 

Greetings,  
We are once again being given the opportunity to provide Christmas presents to nursing home 
residents who don't have families or friends in town - or at all - and therefore would not receive 
personalized gifts this holiday season.  In this year of uncertainty, quarantines, and canceled     
fellowship opportunities, it's more important than ever to remember our older neighbors who have 
worked all their lives, raised families, and are now living a lonely existence as shut-ins.   
 
If you are interested in purchasing gifts, please leave a message at Good Hope Lutheran Church 
(330) 549-2406, or email g.lutheran@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Thank you, 
Kathy Kramer, project coordinator  

———————————————— 

We will not be using salt on the new pavement this year. We will be using sand instead. Please 
watch for slippery spots when crossing the parking lot. 

Reminder: Please practice social distancing from other families when attending church. If you do 
not feel well, or have been around others who are ill, please stay home. Take care! 

P A G E  7  
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DORCAS CIRCLE NEWS 

Dorcas Circle meetings have been suspended for now. 

 Circle News ~ Team News 

STEWARDSHIP TEAM 

Our next meeting will be November 10th at 7pm. We wish to remind you that November 22 is    
Harvest Sunday. Please bring your items to the boxes provided in the Narthex. All donations will be 
taken to SRCCC. 

DINNER TEAM 

Monthly dinners will be served dine in or take out. There will be fewer tables with space for each 
family to spread out.  

Saturday November 14– Krautfest 
Sunday January 10– Chili and Cornbread 
Saturday February 13– Beef tips and Noodles 
Sunday March 14– Pasta Bake 
Sunday April 11– Soup and Sandwich  
Friday and Saturday May 14 and 15– Rummage Sale with BBQ 

Saturday dinners will be from 4-7pm. 
Sunday lunches will be from 12-4pm. 
 

    WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

Join us for a study of the Stories of the Bible. Wednesday evenings this is a zoom meeting at 7pm. 
Thursday evenings you may come to the chapel to study in person at 7pm. 
Please give Pastor Ralph or Wendy your email address if you want to join the zoom bible study. 

 

*NOTES FROM THE OFFICE* 

Pastor Ralph will be anointing during worship the first Sunday of each month. He will be using a 
new q-tip for each person. Anointing will also be available at the communion drive-thru the first 
Sunday of the month. 

The annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, November 8th, from 9:30– 10:10am. You 
may attend in person or by zoom on your computer or phone.  

We need desserts for the Krautfest. Please let Wendy know if you wish to provide a dessert. 

HANNAH CIRCLE NEWS 

Hannah Circle meetings have been suspended for now. Hannah Circle is no longer collecting foil 
and aluminum cans. However, you may still bring them to the church for recycling and the proceeds 
will go to the Transformation fund. Thank you John Chuey for recycling for the church! 
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Our Prayer List 
The One Call system allows us to contact the prayer chain all at once to lift up prayers. If you would like a One Call 
sent out please contact the Church office at 330-549-2406. 

Coy Cope  Scott MacDonald  serving in the military: 
Noel Melho  Barry Pitzer   Morgan Rhinehart 
Joe Kreidler  Jeannie Sauerwein  Alyssa 
Barbara Gray  Ken & Pat Goff  Bryce Liberty 
Barbara Hartsock Doug Hoffman  Jakeb Fry 
Dave Sweeney  David Kuntz   Lyndsey Liberty 
Constance Fabek Doris VandenBosch 
Karen Corey  Brennen Toy   Ernie Kramer 
Gavin   Dan Bongino     

Our weekly intercessory      
prayer for the people of our  
congregation : 

November 1 

Alice Kreidler 
Joe Kreidler 
David Kuntz 
Sandy Kuntz 

November 8 

Walter Kyser 
Beth Lower 
Michael Lower 
Tim Lower 

November 15 

Wilson Lower 
Heath Lude 
Heather Lude 
Jim Lude 

November 22 

Ken Lude 
Leslie Lude 
Linda Lude 
Kim MacFarland 

November 29 

Matthew MacFarland 
Molly MacFarland 
Nancy MacFarland 
Beverly Madden 

  

 

   5– Kelly & Mark Shaffer 

  12– Lynn & Justin Coburn 

 1– Jennifer Scott 

 5– Barbara Hartsock 

 7– Debbie Dulovich 

 8– Chuck Haller 

 9– Anna Anderson 

11– Nancy Barret 

11– Ed Holisky 

14– Cindi Heck 

16– Bill Keaggy 

 

17– Bill Varga 

19– Rebecca Coburn 

20– Kevin Coss 

21– Danielle Cicchi 

22– Ralph Edwards 

23– Lauren Herubin 

24– Annemarie Conklin 

30– Ken Lude 
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 MEETING MINUTES 
Council Meeting Minutes for October 20, 2020 
The meeting was opened with prayer by Greg. 
present: Jeff W., Jeff H., Wendy, P. Ralph, Andy, Kelly, Sue, and Greg 
excused: Sarah, Peggy, Stephanie 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Kelly reports a net of $6,000 on September 30. She also reports that the church’s Thrivent account is up about $1,400. 
Kelly submitted the 2021 budget proposal. Greg motions to accept the proposed budget for 2021. Andy seconds.   
Motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report –October– 2020 
Area of Focus Last Month: 

 

 
Secretary’s September 2020 Report: 
Attended Synod Assembly (zoom) 
Attended Teen Challenge worship  
Attended Wednesday evening bible study 
Completed office duties 
Prepared agenda and reports for council and took meeting minutes 
Prepared 4 bulletins and 4 power point services 
Prepared and distributed the Reachout 
Faxed all bills and statements to Kelly 
Recorded online attendance for Synod  
 
Old Business: 
paving- Jeff negotiated a price of $48,000 with RT Vernal for paving the parking lot. We are not allowed to use salt 
to melt the ice this year. Sand will be used instead. 
Pastor Ralph motions to allow Kelly to pay the invoice using her discretion to use money from the checking account 
and Thrivent funds. Jeff seconds. Motion carried. 
insurance- P. Ralph motions to renew our policy with Mennonite Mutual. Greg seconds. Motion carried.  
 
New Business: 
council- P. Ralph will call Synod to see if membership has changed due to Covid 19. As of right now, council is  
looking for 3 new members. 
audit- P. Ralph motions for Jeff H. to head the audit team and for Jeff to ask Peggy and John Nock to assist him. 
Greg seconds. Motion carried. 
Congregational meeting- November 8th from 9:30- 10:10. The agenda includes council nominees and the 2021 
budget proposal. P. Ralph will ask Synod about absentee voting. 
Thrivent- P. Ralph states that we are losing up to $5,000 per year by not taking advantage of Thrivent grants. He  
asks council to look for project opportunities and a team of people to be trained to write grants. 
 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer led by Greg.  

✓ I had 12 counseling sessions and numerous significant contacts with members and 

others. 

✓ 23 contacts by phone for significant help.  

✓ Daily Reaching out to Members by phone.  

✓ We had our regular number of Saturday night, Sunday morning Services  

✓ Over the past month, I have presided at 12 worship services and prepared 4 sermons. 

❖ Sept 9,16,23,30, Virtual Bible Study (Stories of the Bible)  

❖ Sept 10 Chapel at Teen Challenge   

❖ Sept 11&12 Synod Assembly 

❖ Sept 24 IP Bible Study 
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Negative shown in  

parentheses  

 

Actual 

this period 

 

Actual 

this year to date 

 

Annual budget 

remaining  

 

Income 

 

$17,011.01 

 

$148,275.21 

 

 $43,649.79 

 

Expense 

 

$10,780.19 

 

$142,261.29 

 

 $49,663.71 

 

Net Total 

 

$6,230.82 

 

 $6,013.92 

 

 ($6,013.92) 

Treasurer’s Report Ending September 30, 2020 

October Offering Report 

       Oct. 4       Oct. 11      Oct. 18       Oct. 25      

Operating income:    $2,495.00       $3,663.00     $2,490.00         $3,050.00      

Capital improvements:       $25.00       $140.00             $60.00       $100.00        

October Attendance 

 Oct. 4 Oct. 11 Oct. 18 Oct. 25  

 Saturday 5pm        5         3                  10                   5          

 Sunday 8am              8                 16                 15                  12       

 Sunday 10:30am      16                 18                 14                  19                

Drive-thru communion      17            16                 13                  19             

   Total      46                  53                 52                  55                
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
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Good Hope 

Lutheran Church 
 

Saturday, November 14, 2020 

4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

Annual Krautfest 
ALL YOU CAN EAT: 

SAUERKRAUT & KIELBASA 

MASHED POTATOES, APPLESAUCE,  

BREAD AND DESSERT. 

Dine In or Take Out Available 

 

Adults - $13.00 

Kids (7-12) - $6.00 

Children 6 & Under – Free 

P A G E  1 5  
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Church Office 

Office Phone: 330-549-2406 

E-Mail: g.lutheran@sbcglobal.net 

Web Site:  www.goodhope-elca.org 

Rev. Ralph W. Edwards, Pastor 

E-Mail: pastor@goodhope-elca.org 

Residence: 330-549-5780 

                 

Worship Services 

Saturdays—5:00 pm 

Sundays—8:00 & 10:30 AM  & noon 

Children’s Sunday School  during 10:30 worship 

Good Hope Lutheran Church 

12030 Market Street 

North Lima, OH   44452 

 

Good Hope Lutheran Church 

12030 Market Street 

North Lima, OH   44452 

Through Christ we put God first by teaching reaching and loving all! 
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